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Dufferin at all her ceremonies. There was Captain
Coulson, the personal A.D.C and Mr. Pattison the
private secretary. There was Nowell, the English valet,
and Mrs. Dent the maid. There was Colonel Strange
in command of B. Battery of the Canadian Artillery.
There were the Governors of Quebec and Montreal,
the Deputy Governors, the Bishops, the Judges and
the Members of the Provincial Legislature. And there
was the Prime Minister, Sir John MacDonald, who
was * the image of Dizzy \

From Quebec, two days later, they proceeded by
river to Ottawa. They were disappointed by their
first sight of Rideau Hall, which, so far from being
the Viceregal Palace of their hopes, seemed but c a
two-storied villa with a small garden at one side *.
Nor did the official capital of Canada strike them at
the time as impressive. It was dusty and provisional,
alternating between tin-roofed shanties and mansions
as sumptuous and as modern as the Charing Cross
Hotel in London. The general impression was one of
solitary desolation and incompleteness. Yet with their
accustomed optimism they refused to be discouraged.
Lord Dufferin, for his part, found much consolation in
the c magnificent Gothic pile of public buildings'.
c I dare say/ Lady Dufferin recorded, * that in winter
this place looks lovely/

There is no doubt that Lord Dufferin was one of
the most popular and successful of all our Governors
General of Canada. To this day, in Montreal and
Quebec, his name is remembered, whereas the names
of other satraps have been forgotten. What was the
nature and the cause of the impression which he left
behind?